





The HTML Report class is free to use in any project (including


commercial) but by using this component you bound to the copyright 


notice included with this compoent in the file "license agreement.txt".








To install design time components:





1) go to the Delphi Component menu item


2) select Install Component


3) select (or first create) a design time package to install into 


4) find EssHtml.pas and EssHtmlReport.pas


5) add EssHtml.pas and EssHtmlReport.pas to this package


6) compile the package.





To create a new run time package:





1) go to the Delphi File->New menu item


2) select to create a new package


3) find EssHtmlReport.pas, and add it to the package.


4) compile the package.





To install into an existing runtime package





1) go to the Delphi Component menu item


2) select Install Component


3) select a run time package to install into 


4) find EssHtmlReport.pas, and add it to the package.


5) compile the package.





This component was made using Delphi 5.  There have been changes in


the way Delphi 6 uses property editors.  If you have problems compiling 


the EssHtml.pas unit with the property editor, then enable the registration 


procedure in the EssHtmlReport.pas unit and compile this unit instead.  


You will only use the ability to select the report source file using a file dialog 


box.





For cross Delphi version installations, and how to install the correct property


editors for Delphi 6 (you may have to add the "designide.dcp" unit to the


requires section of your package) see:  


http://community.borland.com/article/0,1410,27717,00.html














Rules for creating a report using an HTML template:





1) The class looks for certain key words or functions (list below) in


   the text of the HTML document you provide (example document included).


   When it finds that function it inserts (i.e. replace the function text


   with) the appropriate value.





2) Any function in the HTML must start and end with the percent 


   (i.e. %) symbol.











Built in functions you can add to any HTML document 


(see exmples included in the ZIP file):





%report_title% = inserts the default report's title where you want it.





%report_date% = date the report was created.





%insert_table% = inserts the table of output at this spot.  This will


insert ALL the fields from the assigned query.  To limit the fields


output, use the %use_these_fields% function





%use_these_fields% = Used to select specific fields for the table


output.  How it works: Create a table in the HTML document with the


field names you want output, their format (bold, italic, font size


etc), the field colors, etc.  You may give new names to the output


fields using the %as% function.  Place the %use_these_fields% function


just before this table to indicate to the interpreter that is the


field list to use.  The report will only use those fields in the


output that occur in the defined fields table (see attached example


"example report.htm").





%as% = used to define new field names.  Used only in the


%use_these_fields% function.  Example:  TOTAL%as%Sum = the output for


field TOTAL will appear as Sum in the report.  TOTAL%as%SUM must all be


on one line without breaks or spaces.  The table might appear very


wide in the HTM view in Dreamweaver but it will be set to the right


width in the report.





%function=<equation>% = For user defined math and summation function.


Support for addition (+), subtraction (-), multiplication (*),


division (/), exponent (^), COUNT(<field name>), SUM(<field name>),


AVG(<field name>), MAX(<field name>),  and MIN(<field name>).


Example: %function=sum(adult_males)/sum(adult_females)%.





%field=<database field name>% = For single record report outputs (such


as singleton selctions of totals and sums).  See example report


enclosed.





%grouped_fields=<field1;field2;etc.>% = For embedding desired grouped 


fields in the HTML document. Also can set in the component itself.  


If this function is in the HTML document, it will override what is set 


in the component.





%grouped_fields_color=<color>% = Setting the group cells backgroun color.  


Color must be either a text color word (e.g. black, white, yellow, etc.) 


or a color hex number (e.g. #CCFFFF)





%summary_fields=<field1,function;field2,function;etc.>% = For embedding 


desired summary fields into the HTML document.  This can also be set in 


the componet itself.  If this function is in the HTML document, it will 


override what is set in the component.





Summary field lists must be a field and function pair separated by a comma.  





Example:





   Field1,Sum





More than one summary field pair must be separated by a semicolon.





Example:





   Field1,Sum;Field2,Count





Group fields must be separated by a semicolon. They have no function 


notation.  The groups will output any summary fields defined. If 


no summary fields defined, then no grouped output will be created.





I hope you find this component useful.  








Praise, Problems or questions please email me.
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