TMarquee


written by Bill Wehnert (c) copyright all rights reserved 1997.








This comonent is placed into the public domain.  You may use the code in any way you see fit.  I accept no responsibility for the use or missuse of the code given.  This code is distributed as is and no warranty is either expressed or implied.





If you make any modifications to the program, please keep my name and information in the file.  Send me the new changes so I can see what others would like to see added.





Also, if you like the component, please drop me a line.  I would like to hear from all of you.





Now for the good stuff.








�








Ever had the need to display some text in a scrolling marquee kind of way?  Well now you can with TMarquee.  This Delphi component was written to provide you with just that sort of functionality.  Here are some of its features.





1) User selectable message scrolling direction (left, right)


2) User selectable message speed (slow, medium, fast)


3) Programmer accessible Exit Event


4) Multiple Colors displayable within message








When you drop a TMarquee component on your form, you can set a number of different properties.  The majority of the properties are the same as a TPanel.  What has been added is:





Active:		boolean			// Marquee will start scrolling when set to true


Direction: 	tdirection		// tdLeft, tdRight, tdNone


Speed: 		tspeed			// tsSlow, tsMedium, tsFast


Text:		string			// Message(s) to be displayed








The most "complex" parameter is the Text property.  This property holds the message(s) that are displayed on the panel.





To show each message in a different color (or in a single color for that matter), you must preface each message with either a color value (TColor) followed by a percent sign (%).





There are three short cuts to colors.  Prefacing a string with a 1, 2, or 3 will substitute the colors Bright Green, Bright Yellow, and Bright Red respectively.





Marquee1.Text   :=  '1%Hello Dolly';








To put multiple messages in different colors, you must seperate each message by the pipe "|" sign.  For example:





Marquee1.Text  := '1%DNB: 29 1/2|2%CWDC: 72 3/8';





This will display the text "DNB: 29 1/2" in bright green, and "CWDC: 72 3/8" in bright yellow.  (Can you tell I was thinking of a stock ticker when I wrote this? <g>)





There is an event that is tied to the built in menu to the TMarquee component.  On the menu, you will see a choice at the end menu to Exit.  This will fire an TOnExitRequest event.  You can do what ever you want at this point.





The example shown above is used to show you how to display text in the Marquee.








Enjoy the component.  If you have any suggestions, let me know.  I'll see what I can do.








Bill Wehnert


wehnertb@bigfoot.com





